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Give your users the information
that they need without the
information that they do not need
in the Project Workspaces web part
in Project Server 2007 with the
Project Workspaces Filter, a hidden
web part that you simply install
and add to the Home page in your
Project Server instance. The Project
Workspaces Filter allows an
administrator to filter the data in
the Project Workspaces web part by
entering simple Transact SQL

statements.




$ProjectExperis,
PROJECT WORKSPACES FILTER

Problem:

Many organizations want to exclude data from the Project Workspaces web part based on criteria such as
project completion state determined by an Enterprise Custom Field or other project-level criteria.

Solution:

Add the Project Workspaces Filter web part to the Project Web Access Home page to enhance your
control of the data displayed by the system.

¢ Project WorkSpaces Filter (... x
. -1 Using the Project Workspaces Filter
ppearance

o Control Panel

+| Advanced

Project Workspaces Filter (... The Project Workspaces Filter controls are easy to use, offering
selections that allow you to create up to five virtual views that
appear on the pick list menu in the Project Workspaces web
part. Each virtual view is created by removing workspaces

License Key:
|2450-199-573-70096000
Display Web-Part:
Yes displayed in the web part based on filters. To access the Project

Workspaces Filter control panel, place your Project Web Access
Home page (or other page containing the Project Workspaces
Authentication Mode: web part) into edit mode, click the Edit button at the top right of

m

--Connection String Settings----

QL T the web part, and select Modify Shared Web Part from the drop
P down list t the control panel. The Control Panel should
CFZSQLOT\LABP 125TAGI own list to expose the control panel. The Control Panel shou
Datahace: appear as in the figure on the left. Note that the filter criteria do
ProjectServer_Reporting not display until you have successfully connected the web part
User: to the reporting database.
MSPReporting
Password: . .

License Key field
________ Filters---—--—- Enter your trial or permanent license key in this field. The
--MNon Displayed values-- Project Workspaces Filter will not function without a valid trial
Filter 1 name: .

or permanent license key.
Open Projects
Filter 1 Field: .
e . Display Web-Part selector
Fiter 1 Values: 611 OwadlwUl OwUT B U yowtiwed gar) @ill wotd Ow ? - O O
='5_Completed display on the page. Use this setting to park your web part on
--------------- the page without activating it.
'_4‘.“--- S I 3
(oK) [Cancel | [ Apnly_] Understanding the Database Connection

If you are using another MSProjectExperts web part on your
PWA site that also connects to the reporting database, and has a working connection to the database, this
web part will recognize that connection and share it automatically.
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If this is the first MSProjectExperts web part using a reporting database connection that you are installing
to this site, the filter fields in your web part control panel will not display until you enter accurate
database connection information, and click the Apply button to activate the web part. Once you activate
the web part and successfully connect to the database, the Project Filter Fields and Assignment Filter
Fields selectors display in the web part, as do their associated value fields.

Authentication Mode

Use this selector to set your authentication mode to either SQL or Windows Authentication. This
determines which type of account the system is expecting to find entered in the User fieldfor the database
connection.

Server field

The Project Workspaces Filter web part retrieves summary row information from the reporting database
and therefore must have a valid connection to the database in order to do its work. Enter the name of the
Database Server in this field.

Database field

Enter the name of your database or database instance in this field. When entering the information for an

two elements with a backslash.

User field

Enter the name of a SQL Server User or Windows Authenticated user with Data Reader role in the
reporting database for the Project Server instance. Do not forget to include domain name and a backslash
for Windows user names.

Password field

Type the password for the user account in the password field. Note that when you click the Apply button
or OK button, the system hides sensitive information from view when the page redisplays. The password
field is always hidden. If you are a Project Server administrator with Manage Security permission, the
web part displays the database connection string fields and the contents of the Server, Database, and User
fields, but these are hidden from others who may have permission to put the page into Edit mode.

Important: See note about authentication in the requirements section below.

Filters Section

The Project Workspaces Filter web part allows you to create up to five virtual views for the Project
Workspaces web part. You define each virtual view by setting the values for three fields: Filter # Name,
Filter # Field selector, and Filter # Value where (#) represents an integer between 1 and 5.

Filter # Name

Enter the name of the virtual view, as you would like it to appear on the Project Workspace pick list.
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Filter # Field

Use this selector to choose the project-level field on which you would like to set your filter. Note that you
can use multiple fields in the actual query, but this requires complex T-SQL statements as discussed in
the Using Project Workspaces Filter section below.

Filter # Values

Enter your filter conditions in this field.

Using the Project Workspaces Filter Web Part

The syntax required to create filter conditions is pure T-SQL syntax. If you are unfamiliar with Transact
SQL, you should seek the appropriate expertise to assist you in configuring your web part. In the
following examples, entries are enclosed in double-quotes, however you do not enter the double quotes.
You do, however, enter the single quotes as shown in the examples. Referring to the control panel image
above, note the example for the First Filter field is defined as follows:

1. %DOUI Uwhiw- EOQT ow?. x1 OGw/ UONIT ECQU-»

2. %DOUI Uwhw»bl OE6ow? &OYw/ i EUI »

3. %DOUI UwhgEempltedzo w?
In the example, 1 gaY T wOT 1T wwubOUl UwlT 1 whcbecnBes thd nGre /of4168 Nittd&l0Adw
in the view pick list in the Project Workspaces web part. Next, I selected a custom enterprise field to filter
OOWEEOOI Ew?&OYw/ T EUP®DUWDOEEONOWBMODRDIOEOW( wi OUI Ul Ew? 4z
projects with this field set to this value. In other words, my new virtual view will remove any projects

that have this value set for this field. The new virtual view appears as shown in the following figure:

Project Workspaces v

fctions ™ | GoTo ™ |

Project Mame = Date Created

2132 Hoover Assembly Building Remodel 11312007

a4 - Demo Project 2/1&/2009 Rallz Kim
a4 - Tesk 2/18/z2009 Ralls Kim
Assets Database Design 11/1z2f2006 Fowe Todd
#uto Sakelite Radio Produck Desw afz25 2006 Gauinak Allan
Aukomated Hardware Design Architecture Design 2192007 Beebe Ann
Aukomated Processing System Implementation 11)21 /2006 Fowwe Todd
Automnated Software Design Architecture Upgrade 11112006 Fualls Kirn

Figure: Project Workspaces with new virtual view
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The Basics

The condition starts with the name of the field you choose from the field selector and is equivalent to a T-

SQLUUEUT O1 0o w21 Ol ECwo wi UHO WO 6 i Gifeltebitlinuitz %d for®d dotorEsGvhat w

you enter in the Filter Valuesfields.

%OUwl REOx Ol w3 Owi REOUET wUEUOUwWi UOOWEwWxUONT ECwOEOI Ew? 31
the Project Fields Selectand enter 4 % 1 UrUthe Project FilterValuesfield.

The filter condition represents the condition  NOT to display in the grid.

Advanced Usage
.0l wiPOUI Uw EEOwWw DOEOUET wOUOUDXxOl wEOOEDPUDPOOUW UVET wEUO L
/! UONT EU204ab-UY¥ NOWEBDEWE/ UONA EDI @z QY Nizl%D OB U

EYEOEI EwUUI UUWEEOQwWExxOawolOl UUI Ew@U]l UPI U6 w%uOUwi BEOXOI o
[ProjectUID] not in (select distinct [projectuid] from msp_epmtask_userview where [taskname] like
sul EPOI Euz A

Restricted Words

For security purposes, the Project Workspaces Filter will not accept the use of the following words in
your query: DROP, DELETE, UPDATE, CREATE, INSERT, ALTER, TRUNCATE. If you use these words
in a query, the web part will not run.

Common T-SQL tips:
1. Write Text values between apostrophes.
2. Date values should be written between apostrophes.

3. Field names should be contained between square brackets [ ]. If the field name is 2 words, such as
might be the case for a custom enterprise field, the brackets identify it as a single field.

4. Work and duration fields are in hours, so remember to translate your data accordingly.

5. Date formats can vary between different SQL installations. Il wa OUwWEEOz Owl 1 OwUT EQwbHC
DBA try the following formats until you find yours: 7 ¥jf-l YY Nz OQOw s | YUNYNNwDQw s Y
sYhyYhryl YYNZG

6. Useful T-SQL function, special characters and conditions: datediff(), like, in, not in, isnull(),
cast(), dateadd(), year(), month(), day(), & , <>, >=, <=, =, is null

7. For help on these functions, see the SQL books online or surf the web.

Requirements

The Project Workspaces Filter web part retrieves data from the Project Server reporting database and uses
either a standard SQL Server authenticated user or Windows authenticated user. Your SQL server must
be set to support both Windows and SQL Server authentication to use a SQL Server user account. To
create simple filter conditions, the user should have basic knowledge of Transact SQL. To create complex
filter conditions, the user should have deeper knowledge of T-SQL. Note: The service account running
the application pool for the Project Server site must have read access to the reporting database.
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Licensing

MsProjectExperts licenses this Web Part for each Project Server Instance. You must acquire a separate
license for each Project Web Access URL including sandbox or development instances. Each license
covers one Project Server instance with unlimited users.

Support

You can obtain installation support from MSProjectExperts by email at support@msprojectexperts.com on
a best-effort basis. Telephone support is available for a charge of $250.00 USD per incident.
MsProjectExperts contract support clients may access support for web parts based on the terms of their
contract.
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